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Agency Mission
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Types of Emergencies
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NYC Hurricane Evacuation Zones

▪ Hurricane Evacuation Zones:

▪ a.k.a. Evacuation Zones or Evac Zones

▪ For life safety from the threat of storm surge only!

▪ “Flood Zones”:

▪ This terms refers to FEMA’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps

▪ Zones are drawn for insurance purposes

▪ NOT the same as Hurricane Evacuation Zones

▪ SLOSH: Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges from Hurricanes

▪ NWS storm surge model

▪ AGL / Inundation: Above Ground Level

▪ Depth of water above ground at a given location
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Background: Evacuation Zone updates

• 2003: NY2 SLOSH & Zones A-B-C

• 2010: NY3 SLOSH basin released

• Spring 2013: Zones 1-6 finalized; implemented for 2013 

season

• 2020: NE1 SLOSH Basin released

• Spring 2021: Updated zones released
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NE1 SLOSH: NE Category 4 60mph vs WNW Category 4 60mph (Southern BK / Jamaica Bay)

Why Create Bearing-based Zones?
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2013 Evacuation Zones

Brooklyn

Staten Island

Queens

Manhattan

Bronx
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SLOSH NE1 SLOSH Update

1. Data is available in much greater 

detail compared to the 2010 

version (higher resolution)

2. More accurate terrain data for NYC 

helps improve storm surge mapping

3. Better modeling of how water flows 

through NYC’s bays and rivers

4. All of this put together should mean a 

better, more accurate storm surge 

model!

Hurricanes.gov/surge

OLD Grid

NEW Grid
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Bearing-based Zones

Scenarios with similar inundation

extents are grouped into zones

NE Category 4 SLOSH WNW Category 1 SLOSH
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Scenario #3

Zone 6 SLOSH 

SLOSH Zone creation

Scenario #2

Scenario #1
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Evacuation Zone decision rules

▪ Conservative approach – 0” flooding threshold

▪ Any depth of water touching a structure on a block
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Evacuation Zone decision rules

▪ Isolation:

o Rockaways & City Island all one zone
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2021 Evacuation Zones
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2021 Evacuation Zones
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NYC Hurricane Evacuation Zones

▪ Hurricane Evacuation Zone Finder:

NYC.gov/KnowYourZone

https://maps.nyc.gov/hurricane/ 

▪ Hurricane Evacuation Zones:

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/data-maps/open-data.page#other

▪ Evacuation Zone SLOSH data: Coming Soon

https://opendata.cityofnewyork.us/


